Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 05010 I7I73IZ 
ACTION 10-13 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-OI SS-I5 NSC-05 L-03 AF-IO 
ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 SP-02 OIC-02 /105 W 

I80422Z 043370/15 

R 171545ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9874 
INEO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONEIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 05010 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PLAB, ILO, BE 
SUBJECT: ILO 

REF: A. STATE 102699 B. STATE 104925 C. BRUSSELS 4920 

1. THIS MORNING I APPROACHED EOREIGN MINISTER VAN ELSLANDE, 
PRESENTED THE US POSITION ON THE ILO CONEERENCE, AND GAVE 
HIM THE SAME AIDE-MEMOIRE I HAD LEET WITH MINISTER OF LABOR 
CALIFICE YESTERDAY. 

2. VAN ELSLANDE SAID THAT BELGIUM DID NOT WANT THE US 
TO WITHDRAW EROM THE ILO AND, THUS, WOULD CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT THE US EEFORT TO BRING ABOUT CONDITIONS THAT 
WOULD ENABLE THE US TO REMAIN IN THE ILO. 

3. HE, LIKE CALIEICE, WAS INCLINED TO SUPPORT THE 
GOVERNING BOARD ON CLOSING THE BOOK ON THE RESOLUTION 
CONDEMNING ISRAEL AND AMENDING ARTICLE 17. VAN 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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ELSLANDE WAS CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT THE US 
INSISTENCE ON NOT CHANGING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GOVERNING BOARD WOULD RESULT IN A CONERONTATION WITH THE 
LESS-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. HE HOPED THAT THE US WOULD 
ENTERTAIN A COMPROMISE SOLUTION. I REITERATED OUR 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHANGING THE GOVERNING BOARD AND 
EMPHASIZED THAT MY INSTRUCTIONS GAVE NO HINT OE 
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FLEXIBILITY ON THIS POINT. VAN ELSLANDE REPEATED HIS 
DESIRE TO AVOID A EIGHT WITH THE LDCS. 

4. NEITHER VAN ELSLANDE NOR CALIEICE RESPONDED TO MY 
STATEMENT THAT THE US WOULD SUPPORT MORRIS AS PRESIDENT OE THE 
GOVERNING BOARD. MY GUESS IS THAT THEY WERE NOT 
FAMILIAR WITH THE ISSUE.RENNER 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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